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who had access to the highest circles. He is remarkably well acquainted 
with the most important events that have occurred in western Europe, 
and has a deep insight into political conditions. Religious leaders are 
more largely responsible for persecutions than secular rulers. Had 
Charles V not been misinformed, he would not have persecuted as he did. 
The author is very sarcastic in his representations of the Church of Rome 
and favors the Reformation. 

"Het Offer des Heeren," "The Lord's Sacrifice," is the oldest collection 
of letters written by Dutch Baptist martyrs in existence. It also includes 
messages concerning their imprisonment written by cotemporaries and 
coreligionists, and hymns composed about the martyrs. The collection 
was published in the days of persecution, and was eagerly read by the 
persecuted for whom it was a great source of comfort. It was sold at 
Utrecht before 1562. 

"Een Lietboecxken," "A Little Hymn Book," was first published in 
1563 and was designed to be an accompaniment to "The Lord's Sacri- 
fice." This consists of hymns about the martyrs. 

The collection not only enables the reader to discover conditions that 
led to the Reformation in the Netherlands and existed during the Refor- 
mation, but also to enter into the spirit of those who did so much to bring 
it to pass. 

J. Vander Metjlen. 

The University of Chicago. 



THE PROBLEM OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE. 

In his delightfully imaginative book on the world-view of the future, 1 
Heim pictures the thinker of today, in the present systems of scientific 
doctrine, as surrounded by fearful precipices from which there is but one 
escape, namely, in the acceptance of a mathematical formula, as not only 
the expression but the very substance of all reality. All reality consists 
of fundamental relations and exchangeable relations, or of distinctions and 
members of a distinction, and this reality comes into existence through 
decisions. His motto is taken from one of the Upanishads and reads in 
rude English: "This universe is nothing but soul." 

First, as becomes a modern philosopher, Heim considers the theory of 
knowledge itself, the traditional system in which there is an ego or subject 
which, by means of certain physical organs, obtains a knowledge, or what 

1 Das Weltbild der Zukunjt: Eine Auseinanderselzung zwischen Philosophie, 
Natururissenschajt und Theologie. Von Dr. Karl Heim. Berlin: Schwetschke, 1904. 
v + 299 pages. M. 4. 
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passes for knowledge, of the objective world without. Here arises the old 
problem as to how far, if in any degree, this so-called knowledge agrees 
with the objective world itself, which is supposed to be known. Dr. Heim 
cuts this Gordian knot by denying the distinction between subject and 
object, knower and known. But he should remember that cutting a knot 
in a rope also cuts the rope, and denying the existence of a problem may be 
simply confessing one's inability to find an answer. According to Heim, 
relations and things related make up the universe, and the things related 
are themselves in turn nothing more or less than relations. Space and 
time are merely relations, and indeed exchangeable relations. There is no 
absolute location in space, nor any absolute distance or size. There is no 
absolute length of time, neither does the future differ in any essential 
respect from the past. Knowledge of the future is as simple a matter as 
memory of the past. We have lost our belief in matter. The atomic 
theory is a myth of the past. There is no such thing as matter. What we 
call matter is merely relations, fundamental or exchangeable. Thinking 
is not activity of the brain, nor indeed of the mind of a person. It is merely 
a state of indecision preceding a decision or volition. All reality consists 
of relations which have come into being through decisions or volitions. 
Therefore there is a will behind the universe of reality, which is like a human 
will in that its decisions cannot be foretold. Thus it is a personal will, 
which we call God. Now comes the question as to whether God's char- 
acter corresponds to the Christian view that is held of him, or to some 
other. There are no theoretical grounds on which we may decide this. 
Christian theologians maintain that Christianity is the highest religion 
the world has ever seen, and will be the final religion. Students of history, 
and particularly of comparative religion, say that this cannot be proved, 
that it is a mere dogmatic assumption. How shall this question be decided ? 
It cannot be decided; the existence of both positions, that is, of this 
"exchangeable relation" (Umtauschverhtiltniss) is necessary to the existence 
of either, for neither could exist alone. So, after all, although it is certain 
that there is a God, there is no possibility of certainty as to what sort of a 
being he is. Every man must decide for himself what God is, what he 
means by the term "good," and what his religion shall be. 

But what shall we say about this system in which the world is to become 
a mere series of relations ? In the first place, this position is not proved, 
but assumed. The petitio principii is covered with a great multitude of 
illustrations, but it is there. We are speaking of the laws of thought 
under which we live, and according to them the future is not exchangeable 
with the past, and there is absolute location in space, however impossible 
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it might be to establish a fixed point in it. The mental processes are 
related directly to the physical processes in our bodies, and the food we 
eat and the chairs we sit on are something different from relations, whether 
fundamental or exchangeable. And there is such a thing in experience as 
natural law, so that we can, to an appreciable extent, foretell the future. 
And finally, "certainty" even of the existence of God, is not an essential of 
religion. So far as theologians speak intelligently of religious "knowledge" 
or "certainty," they mean by it a faith which is sufficiently strong to deter- 
mine action, as knowledge or certainty does, where that is possible. Heim's 
system as a whole has nothing in it which satisfies the reason, for a relation 
is inconceivable without something other than a relation to be related, and 
an infinite series of relations with nothing but themselves to be related is 
about as empty a conception as can be imagined. As a presentation of 
philosophical and theological problems, and a criticism of modern German 
theological works, Dr. Heim's book might be of much value. As a solution 
of these problems it is certainly a failure. 

A refreshing little pamphlet by Dr. Schnedermann, 2 a lecture on the 
lasting significance of Kant, will be of more positive value, although it 
contains nothing particularly new. Kant, he says, taught the popular 
philosophers of his time (and it would be well if many teachers of today 
would learn the lesson): 

It is not true that you, mankind as a whole, or you, individual, have in your 
reason a source of knowledge. It is not true that soul, universe, and God exist 
because you must necessarily think them, i. e., because you necessarily have 
these ideas. 

True, in order to have- any experience, you must have the categories of 
causality and substance, in which to arrange the data of sense; but you 
cannot therefore conclude that these categories are valid outside of or 
beyond the world of experience in which you live. But this is not the only 
phase of Kant's teaching, and it is deeply to be regretted that in our time 
Kant is generally understood as opposing all transcendence of thought. 
Kant was not a positivist. He recognized an experience quite different 
from that of sense-perception, i. e., the moral experience. Listen to the 
voice in yourself which says you ought to do this and that. There you have 
a revelation which cannot be called knowledge, but faith. The content 
of this faith is: 

It must be that you are free, are not a slave to the severe law of causality 
which rules in the world of phenomena. If it is true that you carry within yourself 
the command of an unconditional ought, then it must be that you can. 

* Die bleibende Bedeutung Immanuel Kants in einingen Hauptpunkten gezeicknet. 
By F. Schnedermann. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1904. 19 pages. M. 0.50. 
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Never again can humanity abandon this unconditionality of the moral law, 
unless it will abandon Christianity itself. We are required to obey the 
command entirely regardless of the results of obedience. For us Christians 
that is nothing else than remembering that the command is God's. 
Another teaching of Kant's is quite worth remembering: 

Man is by nature bad For a man to become morally good .... 

cannot happen through a gradual reform, .... but must be caused by a revolu- 
tion in the disposition of the man, and he can become a new man only through 
a sort of regeneration, as if through a new creation and changing of the heart. 

Dr. Schnederman takes issue with Kant, however, in his position that 
nothing is morally good which is not done out of reverence for the categor- 
ical imperative — the moral law itself — and that inclination to do good is 
rather a hindering than a helpful element. Agreeing more with Schiller 
in this respect, he says: "This is the first real triumph of the good, when 
it has become a second nature to a man;" and, quoting Schiller: "Chris- 
tianity is the only aesthetic religion, even through its abolition of the law, 
or of the Kantian imperative, in the place of which it would put free inclina- 
tion." 

E. Albert Cook. 
Big Timber, Mont. 



RECENT LITERATURE IN THEOLOGY AND THE HISTORY 

OF DOCTRINE 

It is the aim of Professor Kunze 1 to establish the essential deity of 
Christ as the basis of the credibility of his miracles, especially his birth 
and resurrection. The argument is as follows: 

Christianity is the absolute religion and reposes on the absolute deity 
of its author. By "deity" is meant his eternal being, which in essence 
(Wesen) is one with God and distinct from man. The ground assigned for 
ascription of deity to Christ is that the Scriptures, particularly the New 
Testament, represent him as the object of prayer and adoration, and ascribe 
to him a manner of being compatible only with Godhead. This, however, 
is to be viewed as no mere external testimony to his deity (after the manner 
of the earlier apologists), nor as the predication of faith or a conclusion 
drawn from Christ's operation upon our experience (as is urged by modern 
theologians), but it follows from Christ's own expression of his conscious- 
ness. The self -designation, "Son of God," capitalizes his self -witness 
both in the synoptics and in John. Besides office or calling, this name 

1 Die ewige Gottheit Jesu Christi. Von J. Kunze. Leipzig: Dorffling & Franche, 
1904. 86 pages. M. 2. 



